Giftedness
is both similar to and different from other exceptionalities in its implications for the lives of children and families.
Unlike other exceptionalities, the prognosis for giftedness is, of course, considerably more positive.
Like the others, however, this kind of differentness makes demands on family and community resources and carries risks of psychosocial stress, social isolation, and nonfulfillment of potential. Given society's other pressing needs, those of this group often are brushed aside, even resented;
both the life quality of the children and their families and the contribution the children might make in years to come, therefore, can be eroded.
All children deserve to love school and to have the opportunity to make the best of their possibilities. Informed and sympathetic pediatricians who are sensitive to the issues involved can play critical roles in promoting healthy development. An optimal match is essential from an early age.
Definitions and Prevalence

Acceleration and Enrichment
Potential
Issues in Families That Have Gifted and Talented Children
The research on families that have gifted children, although sparse, is generally positive with regard not only to education and socioeconomic status, but to intactness and other indices of family function. There is some intriguing indication that adults who achieve eminence later tend to be oldest or only children and to have experienced significant family stresses such as the early death of a parent, but these findings do not characterize the families of the usual population of gifted children. Nevertheless, having a gifted child in a family can create issues to which the concerned pediatrician needs to be alert.
RESOURCES
Having a gifted child requires extra time, energy, and financial resources. From answering the pleas of the preschooler for one more story or one more answer to a question, to main- 
